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lakhs   annually, instead   of   the   previous   fluctuating
surplus revenue, which on the average amounted to nine
lakhs per annum.    The Nizam's sovereignty was recog-
nized by hoisting a flag and firing a salute annually on his
birthday.    This  arrangement  was  confirmed by Lord .
Curzon,   in   Council,   on   December   i6th,   1902.   The
British Government now retained the full and exclusive
jurisdiction and authority in the Hyderabad Assigned
Districts which they enjoyed under the treaties of 1853
and   1860   and  were   empowered   to   administer these
districts in such a manner " as may seem advisable,
and to distribute, organize and control the forces com-
posing the Hyderabad Contingent.    Due provision being
made   as   stipulated   by   article   three* of  the treaty,
1853,   for  the  protection  of  the   Nizam's  Dominions.
(See Aicheson's Treaties and Engagements and Sunnads,
Volume IX, page 4.)

When it was known that the much vexed question
of the Berars had been finally settled, satisfaction was
not universal.    For the last fifty years endless arguments
had centred round this question, greatly due to the fact
that the principals most vitally concerned stood aloof
while the argument was carried on by outsiders who were
not   always   actuated   by  impersonal  motives.    Great
disappointment was expressed, in view of the greatly
increased revenue, that the annual rental stipulated by
Lord Curzon at 25 lakhs, good year or bad year, was not
greater.   At least double that figure had, according to
the calculations, been estimated as due to the Nizam.
Under the new arrangement the British Government
was no 'longer compelled to keep up the Hyderabad
Contingent, which was abolished, and for the mainten-
ance of which the districts had originally been ceded.
Some of the reasons for the disappointment that prevailed